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  Death Café, April 7      6   

     

  

 

                    2026 Annual Meeting 
 

  

 

            

The Funeral Consumer’s Alliance of the Virginia Blue Ridge 
will hold its annual meeting on September 10, 2026 at 
6pm.  We will meet at Our Saviour Lutheran Church (OSLC) 
in Christiansburg, Virginia. 
  
Our guest speaker will be Dr Pamela Teaster, Director of the 
Center for Gerontology at Virginia Tech.  In her presentation, 
“Whose Life is it Anyway?”, she will discuss changes in the 
worldwide population of older people.  This will include 
ethical and rights Issues related to living & dying, as well as 
the latest options for disposal of our physical bodies.  
  
OSLC is located in Christiansburg at 1845 Cambria St. 
Google map directions for the church may be found on the 
Events Calendar of the website, fcavbr.org.  Please join us for 
refreshments and discussion. 
  
Following Dr Teaster’s presentation, there will be the 

election of board members.  Two current board members 

have agreed to serve an additional three-year term.  One 

position needs to be filled.  If you are interested in joining 

the Board of Trustees, or in nominating someone to this 

position, please send an email to fcavbr@gmail.com. 

Nominations will be taken from the floor.  If you are 

nominating someone, be sure you have their agreement in 

advance. 

 

mailto:fcavbr@gmail.com
http://www.fcavbr.org/
http://fcavbr.org/
mailto:fcavbr@gmail.com.


UPCOMING EVENTS     

Death Cafe  

A Death Cafe is a group directed discussion of death with no agenda, objectives or  

themes. A Death Cafe offers the opportunity to talk about topics related to death,  

dying, life & living. There is mutual respect for all participants but no agenda.  

Death Café is not counseling, bereavement, or grief support.  There have been 

23,865 Death Café gatherings in 86 countries 

 

The next Death café will be held on Wednesday, August 19, 2026  at 5pm  

Location will be Pulaski County Library,  60 3rd St NW, Pulaski 

 

There will be Death Cafes at two month intervals at Warm Hearth. 

Location will be at Tall Oaks Hall in the Village Center.  See the Events calendar at 

our website, fcavbr.org, for google map directions and possible changes of venue. 

The upcoming Warm Hearth Death Café will be held at the Village Center on 

Tuesday, October 6, 2026  at 1pm 

 

Directions to Event locations can be found on the fcavbr.org calendar. 

 

Conferences and Health Fairs 

The Funeral Consumer’s Alliance of the Virginia Blue Ridge (fcavbr) regularly 

participates in events such as Health Fairs.  The most recent Event was the 

Caregiver’s Conference sponsored by the Agency on Aging held August 7 at 

Edward’s Hall, New River Community College.  At these events, we engage 

attendees with comments and questions as they come past our table on which 

many of our information pamphlets are available.  Some times attendees will have 

useful information to pass along.  We are in need of volunteers to help man a 

table at these events.  You are paired with an experienced FCA member and have 

the opportunity to learn more from the literature exhibited. 

 

The next Health Fair is Wednesday, September 16, from 8am to 2pm.  It will be 

held at the Christiansburg Recreation Center and is jointly sponsored by  AARP and 

the town of Christiansburg.   
 

                                                                                                                                                                                     



 

Final Resting Place: Rethinking What It Means in Virginia Today 
 

For most of us, the phrase “final resting place” suggests permanence—an assurance 

that someone we love will be honored and protected long after we are gone. But in 

Virginia today, that assumption deserves a closer look. Cemeteries can fall into disrepair, 

ownership can change hands, records can be lost, and families may face painful 

uncertainty about what became of the place they trusted. 

A true final resting place should guarantee:   

                    Perpetual access for loved ones 

Many families assume a cemetery will remain accessible forever. In reality, cemeteries 

can be sold—sometimes multiple times—and families are not always notified. This risk is 

especially high when a burial is located on private land. Virginia law requires property 

deeds to disclose the presence of a burial and requires that families be given reasonable 

access. But a new property owner may be unaware of these obligations, leaving families 

to navigate unexpected barriers. 

                   Respectful maintenance that honors the dead and comforts the living 

Maintenance standards vary widely. Changes in ownership or management can lead to 

inconsistent care, neglected grounds, or unclear responsibility. Burials on private land 

rarely come with any maintenance expectations, let alone a formal agreement ensuring 

long-term care. 

                     Accurate, permanent records of burials 

Gravesite locations or descriptions may become unclear over time, especially as 

landscapes change or new burials occur. Management turnover can result in lost 

documents or lost institutional memory. Private-land burials must be documented, but 

identifying the individual buried there is ultimately the family’s responsibility—and 

records may not survive future property transfers. 

 

The FCAVBR encourages families to take a few practical steps: 

• Ask who owns the cemetery today—and who owned it previously. Ownership 
stability matters. Frequent changes can signal future problems. 

• Request written policies on maintenance, access, and record keeping. If it isn’t in 
writing, it isn’t guaranteed. 

• Understand perpetual care funds. Not all cemeteries have them, and not all 
funds are adequately managed. 

• Recognize that private-land burial, while legal in many parts of Virginia, does 
not offer the assurances provided by an established cemetery. 

 



                                     Board member needed. 

The Funeral Consumer’s Alliance of the Virginia Blue Ridge (fcavbr) is seeking a new board 

member.  The fcavbr is a nonprofit whose mission is to educate people about the many 

decisions we may face at the end-of-life and provide knowledge for funeral preplanning.   Our 

website has “answers for all the questions you were afraid to ask”.  

Board members (also titled Trustees of the organization) meet monthly, provide pertinent 

material for our newsletters, and monitor legislation to report to our 300 plus members.  If you 

would be interested in learning more, please send a message to fcavbr@gmail.com 
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